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From: nkieboom@yahoo.co.uk

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 12:31 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

Nik Kieboom

7 Grosvenor Mount, Hyde Park
Leeds. LS62DX

United Kingdom




From: Paula Thomason

To: Mike Powell, Kathleen Abernathy, Michael Copps, Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 2:01 PM

Subject: Further De-Regulation and Consolidation of the Media

Commissioners:

lam writing to urge you to reject further de-regulation and consolidation of the media.

There is nothing that means more to a democracy than an independent press. One only has to
look at the Minister of Informationin Iraqto see what a single voice in a large market meansto
truth and accuracy. Our nation was founded upon free and open debate. When you permita single
corporation to make the decisions about what is available for viewingllistening in a media market,
you have effectively squelched debate.

If you make this decision based upon political leaning or corporate sponsorship, you will have
ceded away one of the pillars of our society.

Thank you for your consideration.

Paula Thomason

Danville, CA

A free press can reduce poverty and boost economic development in poor countries but the success of
newspapers, radio and TV stations in spurring development depends on their independence, quality, and
their ability to reach a wide audience, says a new book published by the World Bank.

Free and independent media can expose corruption in government and the corporate sector, provide a
voice for the people/citizens to be heard, and help build public consensusto bring about change, says the
book, The Rightto Tell - The Role of Mass Media in Economic Development. They can also help markets
work better by providing reliable economic information, from small-scale vegetable trading in Indonesia
and Ghana, to global foreign currency and capital markets in London and New York.

"To reduce poverty, we must liberate access to informationand improve the quality of infermation,"World
Bank President James D. Wolfensohn says in a foreword to the publication. "People with more information
are empowered to make better choices. Free press is not a luxury for just rich countries. It is at the heart
of equitable development. Institutionssuch as a free media that support transparency and the
empowerment of the disenfranchised are essential.”

http:/W.worldbank. org/wbifrighttotelloverview. html
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From: Paula Thomason

To: Mike Powell, Kathleen Abernathy. Michael Copps, Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 2:01 PM

Subject: Further De-Regulation and Consolidation of the Media

Commissioners:

| am writing to urge you to rejectfurther de-regulation and consolidation of the media.

There is nothing that means more to a democracy than an independent press. One only hasto
look at the Minister of Informationin Iraqto see what a single voice in a large market means to
truth and accuracy. Our nationwas founded upon free and open debate. When you permit a single
corporation to make the decisions about what is available for viewingllistening in a media market,
you have effectively squelched debate.

If you make this decision based upon political leaning Or corporate sponsorship, you will have
ceded away one of the pillars of our society.

Thank you for your consideration.

Paula Thomason

Danville, CA

A free press can reduce poverty and boost economic development in poor countries but the success of
newspapers, radio and TV stations in spurring development depends on their independence, quality, and
their ability to reach a wide audience, says a new book published by the World Bank.

Free and independent media can expose corruptionin government and the corporate sector, provide a
voice for the people/citizens to be heard, and help build public consensus to bring about change, says the
book, The Rightto Tell -The Role of Mass Media in Economic Development. They can also help markets
work better by providing reliable economic information, from small-scale vegetable trading in Indonesia
and Ghana, to global foreign currency and capital markets in London and New York.

"To reduce poverty, we must liberate access to informationand improve the quality of information,"World
Bank President James D. Wolfensohn says in a foreword to the publication. "People with more information
are empowered to make better choices. Free press is not a luxury for just rich countries. Itis at the heart
of equitable development. Institutionssuch as a free media that support transparency and the
empowerment of the disenfranchisedare essential.”

http:I/www.worldbank.orghvbilrighttotelloverviewhtml
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From: Vega, Felice M

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 2:14 PM
Subject: Deregulation Vote

Dear Commissioner:

Regarding the upcoming FCC vote, further consolidation of the media in the
false name of "deregulation” must be halted and in fact reversed. TV and
radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-drlvencorporations has
undermined our democracy more than any other modernforce except the high
cost of broadcast commercials during elections. The media companies have
failed in their public trust to provide crucial unbiased information to the
public about most public issues, most notably the drive to war in Irag. As

an American concerned about our democracy, | call on you to break up the
media conglomerates, to open the spectrumto a wide diversity of
organizations and independentjournalists, and to reinstate the Fairness
Doctrine.

Thank you,

FELICE M. VEGA
San Francisco. CA
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From: Vega, Felice M

To: Kathleen Abemathy

Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 2:14 PM
Subject Deregulation Vote

Dear Commissioner:

Regarding the upcoming FCC vote, further consolidation of the media in the
false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact reversed. TV and
radio news in the hands of a handful of profitdriven corporations has
undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high
cost of broadcast commercials during elections. The media companies have
failed in their public trust to provide crucial unbiased informationto the
public about most public issues, most notably the drive to war in Iraqg. As

an American concerned about our democracy, I call on you to break up the
media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of
organizations and independentjournalists, and to reinstatethe Fairness
Doctrine.

Thank you,

FELICE M. VEGA
San Francisco, CA
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From: sxyandbeautyful@yahoo.com
To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 2:24 PM
Subiject: Protect Children's Television!

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The FCC must consider the unique needs of children
in its upcoming rulemakingon broadcast ownership rules

Children consume almost five and a half hours of media
per day. Research has shown that media, particularly
television, play a unique and powerful role in children's
development.

The FCC should consider how further relaxation of media
ownership rules would impact children's programming.
Deregulation may reduce competition, increase commercialism
and result in less original programming for children.

Before making any regulatoty changes to existing media
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children
will be affected.

Sincerely,

Melissa Gutierrez
1204 Bruce #73
dumas, Texas 79029

cc:
Senator Kay Hutchison
Representative Mac Thornberry
Senator John Cornyn
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From: sxyandbeautyful@yahoo.com
To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 2:24 PM
Subject: Protect Children's Television!

FCC Commissioner Michael J. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael J. Copps,

The FCC must consider the unique needs of children
in its upcoming rulemaking on broadcast ownership rules.

Children consume almost five and a half hours of media
per day. Research has shown that media, particularly
television, play a unique and powerful role in children's
development.

The FCC should consider how further relaxation of media
ownership ruleswould impact children's programming.
Deregulation may reduce competition, increase commercialism
and resultin less original programmingfor children.

Before making any regulatory changes to existing media
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children
will be affected.

Sincerely,

Melissa Gutierrez
1204 Bruce#73
dumas, Texas 79029

cc:
Senator Kay Hutchison
Representative Mac Thornberry
Senator John Cornyn
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From: sxyandbeautyful@yahoo.com
To: Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 2:24 PM
Subject: Protect Children's Television!

FCC CommissionerJonathan S. Adelstein

Dear FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein,

The FCC must consider the unique needs of children
in its upcoming rulemaking on broadcast ownership rules.

Children consume almost five and a half hours of media
per day. Research has shown that media, particularly
television, play a unique and powerful role in children's
development.

The FCC should consider how further relaxation of media
ownership rules would impact children's programming.
Deregulation may reduce competition, increase commercialism
and result in less original programming for children.

Before making any regulatory changes to existing media
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children
will be affected.

Sincerely,

Melissa Gutierrez
1204 Bruce#73
dumas, Texas 79029

cc:
Senator Kay Hutchison
Representative Mac Thornberry
Senator John Cornyn


mailto:sxyandbeautyful@yahoo.com

| Charsr laniine _Daragulatinameda Page 1|

From: LeaWood

To: Commissioner Adelstein, KM KIMWEB, Michael Copps,
kabemat@fcc.govmpowell.fcc.gov

Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 3:06 PM

Subject: Deregulating media

Dear Commissioners:

If further deregulation is voted for on June 2 our already threatened democracy will surely suffer. To put
the dissemination of information into the hands of a few means the emphasis on profit ratherthan public
service, and threatens what little diversity we have left.

Chairman Powell, please hold off on this vote for at least a year for public study. The commercial media is
ignoring the issue completely.

A less informed public paves the way for fascism and dictatorship. People are already ill informed due to
corporate media bendingthe news. Please do notwater down our democracy with this move.

Lea Wood, 104 Maple Leaf Road, Underhill, Vermont

Tired of spam? Get advanced junk mail protection with MSN 8




From: LeaWood

To: Commissioner Adelstein, KM KIMWEB, Michael Copps,
kabemat@fcc.govmpowell.fcc.gov

Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 3:06 PM

Subiject: Deregulating media

Dear Commissioners:

If further deregulation is voted for on June 2 our already threatened democracy will surely suffer. To put
the dissemination of informationinto the hands of a few means the emphasis on profit rather than public
service, and threatens what little diversity we have left.

Chairman Powell, please hold off on this vote for at least a year for public study. The commercial media is
ignoring the issue completely.

A less informed public paves the way for fascism and dictatorship. People are already ill informeddue to
corporate media bending the news. Please do notwater down our democracy with this move.

Lea Wood, 104 Maple Leaf Road, Underhill, Vermont

Tired of spam? Get advancedjunk mail protectionwith MSN 8.
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From: Jonathan G. Leonard

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 3:26 PM
Subject: <No Subject>

Dear Commissioner Abernathy,

Itis my understanding that as early as June 2 the FCC could change media
regulations allowing more media mergers to take place that would further
decrease the number of owners of media outlets. | have deep concerns that
large media companies such as AOL Time Warner, Bertelsmann, Disney, and
Gannetwill only service the wealthy in the USA. Ingeneral these large
corporations support reducing taxes for the rich, are anti-union, and have

no qualms about shippingjobs overseas. |fear that American democracy
may be threatened if regulations are further relaxed. Please thoroughly

study the potential effects of deregulation before making your decision.

Thank You,

Sincerely, Jonathan Leonard, Richmond, VT
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From: Jonathan G. Leonard

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 3:26 PM
Subject: <No Subject>

Dear Commissioner Copps,

It is my understandingthat as early as June 2 the FCC could change media
regulations allowing more media mergers to take place that would further
decreasethe number of owners of media outlets. |have deep concerns that
large media companies such as AOL Time Warner, Bertelsmann, Disney. and
Gannet will only service the wealthy in the USA. In general these large
corporations support reducing taxes for the rich, are anti-union, and have

no qualms about shippingjobs overseas. |fear that American democracy
may be threatened if regulations are further relaxed. Please thoroughly

study the potential effects of deregulation before making your decision.

Thank You,

Sincerely, Jonathan Leonard, Richmond, VI
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From: Maris Moon

To: Commissioner Adelstein, KM KIMWEB, Michael Copps, Kathleen Abernathy, Mike
Powell

Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 4:15 PM

Subject: Deregulation of broadcasting ownership

I am aware of the vote scheduled for June 2 on further deregulation of
broadcasting ownership. If you vote to deregulate further this will do
enormous damage to our already beleaguered democracy, putting control
of information dissemination into the hands of a few whose motivesare
profit. not the public interest.

Chairman Powell I urge you to put off this vote for at least 12 months
so the issue can be studied, so the public can be informed (commercial
media is ignoring the issue totally).

If this deregulation goes through we will see greater voter apathy, a
less informed public (scary considering how illinformed people are

already) and this will be bad for the US and for the world. Please do
not do this.

Thank you

Amy M. Mundie

Do you Yahoo!?
The New Yahoo! Search - Faster. Easier. Bingo
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From: Maris Moon

To: Commissioner Adelstein, KM KIMWEB, Michael Copps, Kathleen Abernathy, Mike
Powell

Date: Thu. Apr 17,2003 4:15 PM

Subject: Deregulation of broadcasting ownership

I am aware of the vote scheduled for June 2 on further deregulation of
broadcasting ownership. f you vote to deregulate further this will do
enormous damage to our already beleaguered democracy, putting control
of information dissemination into the hands of a few whose motives are
profit, not the public interest.

Chairman Powell | urge you to put off this vote for at least 12 months
so the issue can be studied, so the public can be informed (commercial

media is ignoring the issue totally).

If this deregulation goes through we will see greater voter apathy, a
less informed public (scary considering how ill informed people are
already) and this will be bad for the US and for the world. Please do
not do this.

Thank you.

Amy M. Mundie

Do you Yahoo!?
The New Yahoo! Search - Faster. Easier. Bingo



~Page 1]

From: jtczech@bellatlantic.net

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 7:55 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changesthe Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

publicwill help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed. we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.

Sincerely,


mailto:jtczech@bellatlantic.net
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James Czech
24 Kile Drive
Scotia, New York 12302-5729
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From: Susan Mullins

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Thu. Apr 17,2003 8:40 PM
Subject: FW: media conglomeration

From: Susan Mullins <mullsr@earthlink.net>
Date: Thu. 17 Apr2003 15:32:11 -0400

To: <mpowell@fce.gov>

Subject: media conglomeration

We feel we must vociferously protestthe media conglomeration in this eountry and would like to share
with you the views we have sent on to the TV companies! We also want the break-up of the companies

that are in existence, if all they can provide the "cleaned up”, "state" messages they have heretofore
been providing.

"We feel the kind of news coverage coming from the TV and the "slant" of its shows has failed the
American public, abysmally.

I read about the results of agent orange on Vietnam War Vets' children in April, 2001; when Iwas going
through chemotherapy. This was easy to connect since my father was achernist at Diamond Alkalai in
Newark in 1945 - manufacturing agent orange! Within a very shorttime, all the members of his division
were dead from cancer. His children before 1945 are fine, but{ was born after.

To not tell Americans of the after effects of depleted uranium on both Iragisand THEIR OWN
CHILDREN, is criminal. We have not been able to stomach or tolerate your news casts. Please share the
dark side of what we are doing. Itis truly your duty to your countrymen and YOUR OWN LIVES! The
current statistics are 4.5 out of 10 Americans can expect to have to deal with cancer in their lifetime.

Why is the moneywe are spending not considered? We are "beggaring” ourselves into what that truly
infamous spokesman, Michael Savage, calls"turdworld nation status! How does it happen that
Halliburton gets $7 BILLION for stopping fires in Iraq (firesthat are already "capped!) when some area of
the country are going to 4 day school weeks to save 20% on teachers' salaries? Why are libraty hours
bein?\cljrastically reduced, yetwe have money for DynCorp to go into Iraqwith "questionable” operations?
The IN should be reporting on these matters!

Please do not makethe N a curious artifact in our home. Return it to a source of informationand
entertainmentwe can respect. Itwould be the most "patriotic”thing you could do if the truth were told!"

Sincerely,
Susan Mullins
Richard Mullins
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From: KRyder8633@aol.com

To: Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 8:54 PM
Subject: Change in FCC rules

Please do not vote for any change in rules that would allow the various media of this country to come
under the ownership of one company in any particular area. This would be a dangerous assault on our
choice of informationsources and our ability of as a people to become informed on a variety of
perspectives on any particular issue. Thank you.
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From: brad kammer

To: Commissioner Adelstein, KM KIMWEB, Michael Copps, Kathleen Abernathy, Mike
Powell

Date: Thu, Apr 17,2003 10:27 PM

Subject: June 2 vote

Hello,

lam a FCC licensed programmer at WGDR, 91.1 FM. community radio station from the campus of
Goddard College in Plainfield. Vermont. From a firsthand vantage point, | know that public access to the
airwaves is essential for a thriving democracy. And | am afraid of the dangers that corporate controlled
media has for our nation and the well being of its people. Diversity - in the media and elsewhere in the
public arena -only serves to challenge and enbolden a nation such as ours.

I am aware of the vote scheduled for June 2 on further deregulation of broadcasting ownership. If you vote
to deregulate further this will do enormous damage to our currently challenged democracy, putting control
of informationdissemination into the hands of a few whose motives are profit, not the public interest.

Chairman Powell | urge you to put off this vote for at least 12 months so the issue can be studied, so the
public can be informed (commercial media is ignoring the issue totally).

If this deregulation goes through we will see greater voter apathy, a less informed public (scary
considering how ill informed people are already) and this will be bad for the US and for the world. Please
do notdo this.

Thank you.
Brad Kammer

Do you Yahoo!?
The New Yahoo! Search - Faster. Easier. Bingo.
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From: brad kammer

To: Commissioner Adelstein, KM KIMWEB, Michael Copps. Kathleen Abernathy, Mike
Powell

Date: Thu, Apr 17,200310:27 PM

Subiject: June 2 vote

Hello,

lam a FCC licensed programmerat WGDR, 91.1 FM. community radio station from the campus of
Goddard College in Plainfield, Vermont. From a firsthand vantage point, | know that public access to the
airwaves is essential for a thriving democracy. And | am afraid of the dangers that corporate controlled
media has for our nation and the well being of its people. Diversity - inthe media and elsewhere in the
public arena -only serves to challenge and enbolden a nation such as ours.

I am aware of the vote scheduled for June 2 on further deregulation of broadcasting ownership. If you vote
to deregulate further this will do enormous damage to our currently challenged democracy, putting control
of information dissemination into the hands of a few whose motives are profit, not the public interest.

Chairman Powell | urge you to put off this vote for at least 12 months so the issue can be studied, so the
public can be informed (commercial media is ignoring the issue totally).

If this deregulation goes through we will see greater voter apathy, a less informed public (scary
considering how ill informed people are already) and this will be bad for the US and for the world. Please
do not do this.

Thank you.
Brad Kammer

Do you Yahoo!?
The New Yahoo! Search - Faster. Easier. Bingo
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From: xknowlesx@aol.com

To: Michael Copps

Date: Fri, Apr 18,2003 12:10 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps.

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunityto review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believethat additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its powerto
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.

Sincerely,
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K

thornas costefio
9798 schlagel st.
longrnont, Colorado 80503
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From: James Embree

To: Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Fri, Apr 18,2003 12:56 PM
Subject: Ownership Rules

Dear Mr. Adelstein:

As a consumer of media in various forms, newspaper, TV, radio, etc., lam following with interestyour
pursuit of rule changes concerning ownership of IN and newspapersin the same market. Recentarticles
suggest publishers and others who own both newspapersand TV stations are making the case that
becausethere are so many more choices for consumers now, ie satellite, cable etc. that the rules should
be relaxed.

t would tend to agree if not for the fact that broadcasters (NAB) fight tooth and nailto bar the delivery of
distant network signals by capable distribution channels (satellite). If 1am only allowed local channels,
what extra choice do | have? Shouldthe same company own a TV station, newspaper and web site or
radio station in the same market, even with all the various delivery choices | may have, my overall choice
will be reduced.

Should you decide to relax cross-ownership rules, I strongly suggestyou also consider relaxing rules
relatedto distant network availability, particularly as it relates to satellite, and allow consumers real choice
instead of consolidation of editorial and marketing strength.

Sincerely,

James Embree

James Embree
Las Vegas, Nevada
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From: Beverly Gibson

To: Mike Powell, Kathleen Abernathy, Michael Copps, KM KIMWEB. Commissioner
Adelstein

Date: Fri, Apr 18,2003 1:43 PM

Subject: Stop deregulation of Media Coverage

Dear Commissioner:

Regardingthe upcoming FCC vote, further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation
must be halted and in fact reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven
corporations has undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost of
broadcast commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide
crucial unbiased informationto the public about most public issues, most notably the drive to war in Iraq.
As an American concerned about our democracy, | call on you to break up the media conglomerates, to
open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and independentjournalists, and to reinstate the
Fairness Doctrine.

Respectfully,
Beverly L Gibson

Stanwood. M| 49346



